THE    SCARLET    PIMPERNELS
them for the Bolsheviks. In the same way we purchased a whole
collection of regimental seals, and thus provided we were able to
equip our cadets with complete sets of papers either as clerks or other
demi-working-class types, in which case they were given house-
committee certificates, references from past employers, and other
personal papers a clerk might carry, or as privates of some regiment
still at the front, when the papers included usually a permit from
the commanding officer or regimental committee allowing them to
travel.
Our Jewish clothes-dealer could be relied upon to get us any
kind of outfit we wanted. Through Rak we had obtained a copy of a
list prepared by the Bolsheviks of the cadets who had taken part
in the defence of the Palace and other buildings, and who were
therefore on the run, and by introducing ourselves, directly or
through our friends, to their parents and friends, we were able to
assure them that our offer of help was genuine and to persuade them
to leave their temporary hiding-places and put themselves in our
hands. Our object was to enable them to escape to the south, to the
Cossack regions, from which it was expected that a counter-move
against the Bolsheviks would shortly be emanating. I had read
Baroness Orczy, and in our lighter moments we called ourselves
"The Scarlet Pimpernels of Petrograd53.
The temptation to take risks and also to play jokes on the
Bolsheviks assailed us frequently, and sometimes we were of the
opinion that we were taking too much trouble altogether over these
manufactured papers of ours. A very large number of the guards
they were intended to deceive could neither read nor write. As a
matter of course they demanded papers. If the victim looked what
he claimed to be and there were no other circumstances to rouse the
soldier's suspicions, he could get away with any paper bearing any
kind of a stamp. At the same time it was necessary to have papers
that would bear scrutiny because if the test were not passed at the
first glance the holder of the papers would certainly be held until
someone came along who could read. So far as the signatures went,
had we not possessed the advantage of Vidiakin's faultless penman-
ship, we could have taken risks with illegible scrawls, for every
jumped-up jack-in-office was signing papers all day long. Paper-
signing was almost as much the characteristic of this new revolution
as speech-making had been of the old. It was a point of honour with
us, however, never to send anyone out without a full set of papers
bearing only the best signatures and these of a kind by which the
signatories themselves must truly have been taken in.
The Bolsheviks had formed a special body of Red Guards to
defend their revolution, but after four or five weeks, in the beginning